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PREFACE.

Tre design of this little volume is simply to stato
facts for the benefit of those who now are, or here-
after may be, members of the craft, without going
into detail. Some of our brethren have been inno-
cently led astray by designing men; the error gf
these I have endeavoured to point out, with the view
of bringing them back to the fold of their brethren.

The writer has long believed that such o work
would be of inealeulable henefit to the craft, and bas
anxiously awaited its appearance from some abler
hand, but, disappointed in this hope, he hes himself,
whilé fully ¢ongciousof many imperfections, attempted
to perform what he believes to be a necessary work.
Should it be of use to the craft, and the friends of
the order gemerally, it will entirely accomplish the
objec t of
THe AvreoR.
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"BANCTION OF THE gmanp LODGE OF NEW JERSEY.

Wiereas, By a resslution of the Grand Lodge of New Jeraey, Bro,
Jashus Woodlin proposed to publish 5 History of the Origin of An-
sient Fren Muconry among the coloured citizens in the United Btates
of Amerien, under the titls of “The Musonio Natlonal Union,” be
it known, that the said Grand Lodge, having examined gaid worl,
do find it in every retpact worthy of the sanction of the Grand Lodge,
and consequently recommend it tp gl 4 T. Masons, as & faithfi]
guide.

GEORGE JACESON, A, 0. M.

AR i

THE MASONIC NATIONAL UNION.

—

"TRUTH AND UNIOY."

CHAPTER L

GENERAL REMARKS.

TaEe object of this small treatise is to remove the
scales and mist of ignorance that has been for o lon
time cast over the minds of the craft, and has canmas
many dissensions and rebellions among them, and is
yek circulating an influence caleulated to destro the
peace and barmony of the craft, for the want of eor.
rect information of their origin, to support their
dignity ns Masons. For Masonry was originally in-
tended for the better government of man, and for the
pur of restraining bim from » breach of the £
tablished ordinances, as truth has a principle that
hever stoops to any thing mean or low, and in wnion
there is strength: and if aoy people on God's earth
stand in need of a wnion amon themselves, for the
bettering of their condition, and their own elevation,
it is the people of colour, '

Kunow ye, therefore, for yourselves, and be ye not
deceived, as here we publish facts for the knowledge
of the craft, and the world generally, and which we -
hope will be spread over the boundless continent of
America, and to its transatlantic parent, well know-
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ing thint truth is immutable, and must provail. We
therefore place before its traducers the following
facts, that those who have rebelled, and cauged dis-
sensions in our ancient and honourable order, and
against our Grand Masonic National Union of the
Coloured Ancient York Masons of the United States
of America, may hide their heads with conseious
shame. And that it may conduce to the further dif-
fusion of a system, which next to the propagation of
the pure gospel of Jesus Christ, i8 best calculated to
bumanize the turbulent spirit of that heterogeneous
creature man, and ameliorate the sorrowful condition
of the human family at large, for the principle of the
gociety is to be influepced by the same motives, di-
rected to the same object, governed by the same laws,
and accessible to the whole brotherhood, wheresoever
di?arsed aronnd the globe, if found worthy.

t must also create a source of pleasing reflection
to those calling themselves Masons according to the
old inetitation, or if you please, * Ancient York
Masons,” to find that in effecting thiz Union, it has
been done without any sacrifice of principle; not one
mnt for which they have uniformly contended has

n relinquished ; no innovations, no attempis at re.
moving the ancient landmarks, no, not a *“hair's
breadth;” but that our wandering brethren who have
been innocently led astray by designing men, at the
first, have, like the repentant prodigal, returned to
the hospitable old mansion of their brethren, znd like
him have been again received with the fraternal salute
of friendship, under the paternmal roof, and dressed
them Wwith a new nams, similar to the new robe the
father gave his returning gom, namely, “ The Mosé
Worshipful National Grand Lodge of Ancient York
Masons of these United States of North America, of
coloured citizens;” the fatted calf was killed, and the
guest was truly happy at the reception, and the ban-

ner of love and union was again seen flying on the
pinnacle. of the temple. '

(Y
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f thig nmnion
v lone, may the happy effects 0 !
A R
. the solemn assem ite
%:ighng ‘:.lb:i::mghwt. the wq:L@; Tlﬂ.; gﬁﬁzah% ;1:?;;1_
nd prosperity within 10 3
J;Engi?;’nnfawpe?il-de%gp:d ;:;et% Em;gl ]:Jé]; :{?, :{e}sétﬁj;
i jon. nion _
s E LD;:%?P u;::duwithout union the fabric m}?“ g’all
Tnyi\:e grwn::l. the lodges aaus% to agﬁmtfg:éi; t;! ; ]?e
thren be ﬂiﬂ]ﬁﬂrﬁﬂﬂ, the penniless l v
i t masonry become €XUI
craft langnish, and anclea e
Y tizens, The grealobject™
among the coloured citi e e e ol b
i o be attained by the 1nstitil
}i:?aﬁg’?:\g?unhss the principles of t]lm ﬂsl::r::aegug:ﬂ;emi
aniversal; and to become umiversil, Dy Hou
i ien. nnd o corresponding uniky o
E;?ﬁfn EB:EE 'g'reat mystie f:lnlq:uly ;‘nruuagiﬂ_h;ndt:;!:
leasure which this umion 3,
:rg:g'fmn? :.hg fact that it brings our fxc?"'ﬁi i;sit;
i i imiki ity, and origl .
tuiion back to its primilive puri i
i i k of benevolence and brotherty
ciples, in the great worx ¢ B Fpres it
love; aud, therefore, be it kno b e
it is in vain to attempt to destroy g
Eﬂli'tu; *vﬁ;ieh wWas 20 ha.%pi ¢ fom;iefnhaf 5:213 ]:l:lll:ite?nh:]f;
i ral grand convenil 3
f:lil:;g% 1][3]:15:3:, stagt,; of Massachusetts, for t:rm h%tfmﬁ;
of all true, honest, free a:ad t;a;epbei ;J;ﬁenh oT
11 who wishe ecome such.
MB’?ET{::EE;.[ head of this country having dastr{‘;ye;i
its connexion and correspondence between the auﬂh_]ec 3
of these states and the ﬁuptw from q‘h}:ﬂn& t::thur;fg
Lodge originally derived 1is commiss i 7,
ineinles of the craft inculcated on 18 p
?:;ﬁa;t:fh?;mh?n to the Eamma:nﬂs‘ﬂf the iw:lhau--
thority of the country they reside in, thg F:thgg
did asswme an elective supremscy, and under it ¢ i
a Natiooal Grand Master, and grond ?ﬁ:lmm, e
erccted & National Grand Lodge, with independent
powers and precogatives, to be exercised, however,
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ou principles consistent with, and subordinate to the anion throughout the

il sl : ~mplete Masonic

regulations pointed out in the constitutions of anei m_ul focm & aneral grand lodge formed 10

Free Masonry, that the repatation and utility of f:: k‘“gﬁ?ﬁ' E':-fm%ﬂ ;; %ur nmio%al grand Jodge,) under
craft under their jurisdiction might be more exten- El‘::.'.u:‘:l:' tle of the * United Grand Lodge of Ancient ¥res
sively diffused, E‘.I}d which prevented any encroach- the U of England,” thereby forming & full, perfect,
ment upon the rights of subordinate lodges, thus Mﬂ;fom ptual union, 80 that in all time thereafter
ureu.h?.ql by mutual consent a general grand conneil ?‘f: Eﬁ’;ﬂm be re resented in one grand lodge; s_mrl
or a high court of appeals, where each and every l{’dge' he! AToat Worshipful Prince Augustus Frederick,
both grand and subordinate, and where even brethren tﬂska of Sussex, was elected and enthroned grand

can have final decrees, and possessin isi deputation of mas+ns
: g the requisi 3 ce of the depu
power to regulate all matters of the craft, anzq to gut:. ?ﬂf E;:Llhiipﬁgmimimd, to abide and act by the
I:n:[ lg: exlzﬁl all rebellious lodges, and for ever put ;:iveml recognised obligations antil time should be
ilence the assumption of forming two or mo .
Erﬁlnq lodges in one state, indupanden%nf each gﬂm;l: 4 “nfﬂ{; manner did our brethren in the City of Bos-
as it is clear that thet aythority of such grand lodges ton, state of Massachnsetts, in 1847, in solemn conven-
originates in assumption, or otherwise they wonld n, ed. form o general grand lodge, under the

. 1 ! :

:;:ir;aﬁ::ﬂgr? t;he head from whence they derived iﬁﬂ%ﬁ[ﬁg Most Worshipful N;h:nnl ﬁrﬁ}lﬂ{&;ﬂr‘zﬁ;
' AP o States of North America,” (Ress

We aro of the opinion that the doings of the grand ?.gri?: " E fall, perfect, and perpetaal HHIN e
conveution held in the city of Boston, state of Massa- all ﬁfﬂ thereafter, they should constitute but one
chugeits, on the 24th daﬂu:f‘ June, A. D. 1847, A. L. brotherhood, and that the said community should be
5847, in forming ' The Most National Grand Lod T sneesonted L e el grand lodge, preventing
gii:?: sthn:it ais th s of North America,” thereby all controversies or %isputes, and pr{:-d.'-lmng:f the ]l:ift

1 = % s - & & r

in thagunféd erall the coloured ancient York Masons perfect unity of obligations, of discipline, of worklog

States of North America in one body,

: {ng, passing ond raising,instrucﬁ_n
were dictated by principles of the clearest necessity, the lodges, of making, pass e‘gl

and clothing brothers; 80 that but one pure, unsulli

founded in the highest reason, and warranted b 1 land marks, Jaws
J e- according to the geuers and marks, !
i?dﬁnm of the most approved authurig. For i?nptgm :;,:;.e ::t:ditimfa Lfgthe craft, should be maintained, up-
istory of the craft we find, that in England, about held, and practised throughout the masonic world, t0
§h3 year 1813, there were two grand lodges working abide and act by the universal, recognised obligations
lal:lda?:%de?:ngf telfqh Mhﬁ;;l i&l e uma} from the day and date of the said union, until fime
e 9 2 , their grand lodge was independent. :
either England or Seotland. It is clear mﬁ&nt:: t:* ; should be no more

thority of some of the grand lodges originated in

assumption, or otherwise they wounld have 1 CHAPTER 1L : ‘
ledged the head from whenoej-thay derived ;ﬁ?iz_ ORIGIN OF FREE MASONRY AMONG COLOURED CITIZENS.,
Sonly. ; , Tt the year 1782, Prince Hall, and other “’“k’“"?d

In order to unite the craft, and reconcile the me- men in the city of Boston. state of Massachusetts,

sonic family into one indissoluble band of brothers, made spplication 10 the Grand Lodge of Aw:ie_mt‘
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A. Y. M., of white brethren, in the eity of Boston,
the state of lfmuchusuua, for masonie privileges,
which being denied them, by force of necessity they
then went to England, where merit and not com.-
is the standard of 4 man. Success crowned
their efforts, ang they were made masons in English
They then Ipet,it,ia;nrn:ni the grand lodge of
England, in London, for a warrant, wﬁich was prant.
ed to them gp September 29 th, 1784, a¢ which time,
Lord Howard was grand master under hig Royal
ighness, Henry Frederick, Duke of Cumberland,
Grand Master of all the Masong throughout Ep land,
In the warrant, Pr:mmgl Hall was appointeq aster;
Boston Smith, Senior Warden; and ames Saunders,
Junior Warden; with fu)) Powers to make free and
accepted aneient York Masons, and establish, lod
in due and ancient form, and aceord; to the
and customs of the royal eraft, in]ﬁ-
world, as often g9 occasion should reqq

After the organization, a
e, of great pomp and splendour.
notice of the celebration may
be found in the Dewspaper published i Boston, by
Dra[:er & Folsom, in which an error WS committed,
by giving them the title of “The Saint Blaol Lodge;”
which error was promptly corrected

by the Right
Worshipful Master, Prince Hall, in the fo lowing note:

Messrs, Draper & Folsom,

ear Sirs,—I notice g Paragraph

in your paper of
the 31st, of our celebration of the

2Tth. We are

T T

11

ieving that
1 ; Saint Black Lodge. Believing
s‘t} 1951 Eijﬁlif}duli g';;!re o fair and_ :ﬂ-l’tﬂllﬂ a!,atel;:mnt {;]:
ill:l f::tzs [ therefore take the ]ILllJlr:ri;,r ;? :E:?al % riml
'title is not Saint Black, ut Afri -
um: c:;ualng:ifio we aspire after any high title, but 1&:43
iﬁ;%ntlv that the Supreme Architect u_i; tilfuﬁ:;fl :
iffuse i ur hearts, the true spiri d
ina}r ?;H{giedl:ug to our fellow men, wblrch w% huml.];{]:
D;?:ni\'e to be the grand pillar of ancient rei: i
:ﬁurj,r With due respect to m?m ]:El;.]:ui?l;:ﬁ; s g
; ; o :
leave to-subscribe myself, your o bt e

From the foregoing note we have conclusive avi-

* dence that the Right Worshipful Master Prince Hall,

was & man of considerable attainments; 3“[1 ve:}r Eil;:.‘.!;
cessful in his profession, as a leather rFfIs;Edi i
L e Sy e T vl e
and honour to himself, an : ]
is life i 7. In the year 1797, upon ap
parted this life in 1807 Sontn ottty
slication, by petition, of Absalom Jo Secuirin
I Ished a lodge in thp city of Philadelphia,
s;t?t;r!i’ennsylmniﬁ. He was suceeeded h}; I&If};ﬁ;
Prince, who presided one year, and then 1:!|:lpr|.rfeIL el
Russin, where he was elevated to t.hp ﬂﬁu:a uh i
guard to the EmE-emr Alexander, which oflice he gl
during life. Prince Hall left behind him :Lm:l;md.
named Primus; he lived to be about one hu e
ears old, and left quite a large estate, the r&l!:_u .
iil own industry. Both Prince Hall and l:i n;:
Primus were deeply interested in the wulfare: an Ie e-
vation of their %rul‘.hren. The land recor d_sla t‘:r:mr
they have headed petitions sent to the legisla wre
al that early day, in their behalf ; they also tio:heit
Yery active part in the education of children, anc
example is worthy of imitation b the crnff.: .
The third master was George Middleton; tha_ucg
oler Lewis, o distinguished ‘musician ; after him %
00dy was elected master, and in 1825 establishe
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Harmony Lodge, at Providence, Rhode Island; ap-

pointing George C. Willis, master. .
li r e, in New York, appointin

ohn Platt, master. He was succeeded by John T.
Hilton; and the successors to bhim were C. A. De
Randamine, Walker Lewis, Thomas Dalton, George
Gonl, and James H. Howe. In 1838, John T. Hilton
wag again elested master, which office he held until
elected to preside over the Most Warshipful National
Grand Lodge of these United States of America,
formed in the city of Boston, state of Massachnsetis,
in 1847, for the purpose of forming a full, perfect,
and perpetual union, that in all time thereafter, the
craft should form nuld n?mﬁtuta but one brotherhood.

CHAPTER III.

COMUENCEMENT OF FREE MASQNRY IN PENNSYLVANIA.

Is the year 1797, Absalom Jones, Q. Butler, C.
Bryon, J. {’eteﬂuu, J. Tucker, J. Dunkin, J. Heary,
und others, made application, by petition, to the Grand
Lodge of Boston, for a warrant, which was granted to
them, March 224, 1797, (at which time Prince Hall
wag Grand Master,) with full powers to make free
and accepted npcient York Masons, and establigh
lodges in dne and ancient form, sod according to the
usages and customs of the royal craft, in all ages of
the world, as often as occasion should require. Ae-
cording to this commission, a Lodge was formed in the
gity of Philadelphia, state of Peansylvania, under the
title of the African Lodge. 1In the year 1815, on the
2Tth of December, a Grand Lodge was formed in the
city of Philadelphia, state of Pennsylvania, at the
Masonic Hall, in South Eleventh Street, below Pine,
under the title of the “First Independent African
Grand Lodge of North Amwerica.”” This Lodge wes
very saccessful in establishing lodges in Pennaylvanis,

New Jersey, New York, Maryland, District of Co-
lumbia, &e. ..

L

MM ENRC EMEX

phia, State of Pe.np;yhmm,
jnst the aforesnid i
:g;;ﬁ;cnﬁm of the said Grand

Eu'ded and cowst
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APTIER IV.
e (10N OF TWo LODGES,

T JNDEPENDENT
(0N OF THE FIRST IND!
mngua oF NORTH AMERIGA, I¥ THE

ETC.
OF PENSSYLVANTA,
ELPHI4, STATE
oITY oF PHILAD

p No. 4, and io the
T the your 1818, Union T80 orking under the

T OF TIE REREL

UHDER THE
APRICAN G RAND

' a
Sl L iminee
Yltdee of North Americt,

" city of Philadel-
i “:n:g;imd and re!}ﬁled
Grand Lodge, and according to
4 Lodge, they were ex-
ideved ad rebels, n?qmelg', the Union
pdge No. 4 and Harmooy Lodge Na. o

pm———

§D FORMATION OF AN
Tufxm:fé“c;rr oF PHILADELFEIA,
Nihs . . 2

:‘; here give you the griginal Pwﬁ:ngﬂ;:uﬁﬂﬂ.
i their published documents, 10 - oy
g . d. that James Miller, ¥¥. Siep
It is there said, ames Miller, Vs of w

f which,

i d twenty-five dollars, © ;
S I;..u:f r:dﬁﬂ. 4, paid the sum ?:lf il:;y h:;}
a Unﬂd ﬁ{%g cents, E:m the Grao I nfl:lch,
%Z:]!l!mnmrﬂiug to o published ﬂmtkmﬁl%z;m e
Clollowing 15 & copy:— We, B9 oy o icothe,
o ELmI e of Obie, held in the tawnam iontis,
g.:n ;mnt af.s warraot and cunimtntt:e E[Bs. - l;g! b

te and title o ¢
1'2’“:;1 Enmhﬁa tﬂ'ﬁa’?i ?‘ne city of Philadolphia, formerty
ND. Dy
&)
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*nrurking ander the Grand

bat having now lawfull

: ithd .
James Miller, W. M Withdrawn : apd we
W. Hilton, J. W, .}fiﬂ n H, Maithews, S, W.,

“ Whereanto we afix il

Done at our hall, this 8¢h dm ot the Grand Lodge.

6 8t a2y of May, 1833.
[Signed,] Hoer Fsreuson, M, W G. M
Ropegrr SreegENs, R. D, . A,
Conrap Vomwnr, 8. G, W,

JaMus WiLsor, J. G. W.

JonaTasN Barroy, J
Witsox Hoxrag, a. g-..”G. T

Again, it j i
Union L:;dgl: Noy 412t Harmony Ladge No, 5, ang

N igi :
antbority of ﬂlen:.? i:gnt:imﬂmljy working wnder the

but having lawhuile e o08@ i Eleventh Street,
withd
Hﬂmmn_r 20 l!u{rfng uh‘;};";j the Enﬂapendent

warrant or charter frg i
ionl T et Extundar the anthan? of the

cothe, o James Miller, W. 7.3 gproni O Chilli

1 Mait
George W. Hilion, J, W., with prgpai:'&wdtle%agg

.E! it is said th 4
Harmony granted dispensations mntht?:gl?damd“"‘

met in convention op the 1Tth of Ju 9dees, and

T Pa lvapi
Seventh Street Phﬁgdﬂel h'nm vanis, beld in Sounth
fo establish lodges, whq,]:-;f' ‘zrhiﬂnndﬁo E]rmeedad
1

tion to the African Grand Lﬁ:ﬂgtzfy cou opposi-

Lodge of Eleventh Street ;

appoint
BOrge
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CHAPTER VI

THE AFRICA¥ GRAKD LODGE PUBLISHED THE HIRAM
GRAND LODGE AS PBEING CLANDESTINE AND ILLE-
GaL, ETT.

Ix 1845, the following publication appeared in the
Public Ledger:

“ Philadelphia, June 18th, 4. L. 5845,

« Notice and caution to all free and accepted
Masons mmlzghnut the globe, and the public gene-
rally. We, the undersigned, a committee appointed
by the First African Grand Lodge of North America,
in and for the commonwealth of Penunsylvania, and
Masonic juriediction thereunto belonging, to show
forth the deception that is practised upon the co-
loured enmmunitﬂ by an illegal L-udg& of Masops,
meeting in the Union Hall, South Seventh Street
below Lombard, styling themselves the Hiram Grand
Lodge of free and accepied coloured ancient York
Masons of the state of Pennsylvania, purporting that
they obtained an independent warraat or charter
from the Grand Lodge of the state of Ohio, town of
Chillicothe, with legal authority to grant dispensa
tions to o certain number of lodges, sufficient to form
a grand Lodge, said to be chartered May 7th, 1883,
and granted to James Miller, W, M., J. Matthews, S.
W. G., W. Hilton, J. W., with proper delegated aun-
thority to held a convention anx grant dispensations
uoto & sumber of lodges, sufficient to form & Grand
Lodge, as above mentioned.

“ The committee beg leave io state that the two sub-
ordinate lodges, namely, Harmony Lodge No. §, and
Union Lodge No. 4, originally worked vnder the
Jurisdiction of the aforesaid African Grand Lodge,
now meeling in the Masonic Hall, South Eleventh
Street below Pine. They having been expelled for
conspiracy and rebellion, and are considered by the
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said Alricon Grang Lodge as rebels, &e.
therefore, that

we, tha tommitiee 5
said Grand Lodge,

tion as has l_mqn, and

Kuow ya,
Ppointed by ;e
apprehend thay gpel imposi-

rove (if not detected,)
very injurious to the fraternity, )

. We extremely regret having to appear in publie
print; but in Jjustice to ourselves apd the pueblic in
gereral, we d ' i the preceding
¢ such deception from
ic any longer,

Noia C. W, Caxwox Committes,
JONATHAN Davia.»

“To whom i may concern,—Whereas, ji has been
represented ]

to me, that gertain PCrsons of colour haye
ostablished whay they call a Lod

ge of Ancient York
Masons, and profesg to be working under g dispenaa.
1ion or warrang frq

m the Grand Lodge of Ohio, whicl
they say they obtained while the

Grand Lodge wag
sitting ip Chiﬂicuthe, in the county of Rosg, Ohio,
8ome ten gp more

years ago, ] unzrsmnd gaid co-
loured persong have what they eall
South Seventh Street belogw

city of Philadel hia, in the state of P

“Now, there ore, I, Willigm H. 8k
Seioto Lodgs of No. 6 i

17

fa
1 f the Grand Lodge, and I neverdhﬂgg 5
mem Jer& being granted by the Granh e
S o {f persons, such as the first a h: . e
11mezitrf} l:lr if the warrant purports to i o
i JLx in Ross county, Ohio, 1 ﬁoi tm b i
?om:gnuuug the same spurious; a_r;d } fnu ::ail
% i , it, of course, ig o :
: %F%}uﬁrg;ﬁ?;amlﬁﬁgksrrett. aahafur:;&li ) ?{T';rﬂt?; Eﬁgﬁ:
3 08 illicothe, do here : :
. tl:.na G'];y ﬁyﬂgﬂl.ulzﬁhﬁmnnm and aﬁ:} etll;’:m?:f:' .
4 SIEnEtgaf COhillicothe, this 25th day o e DE gy
l;ftrlgﬁ %-{i not having the seal of the f's
+ M. ¥
1iFE!ui‘@m*"t'l[Signlml] Wirpiax H. SgerrerT, Mayor.”

“ bade in Hiram Lodge, G.et?’:mntnwn, marked in
Concordia Lodge, Philadelphia,

icati d by a commit-
ublication was answere ;
te;r ?r?n:xh?lr: ﬁirnm Grand Lodge, as follows

Philadelphia, June 20th, 1845,

) i concern, and free and n.cuepteﬂ:

- ﬂiﬂtﬁgmfﬁﬁm;ﬂhﬂ abd the pnl;:heLgegner:Egd
Mf;]m“ s there did appear in the Puhh]c li%:llous
‘Eh Brelmpaﬁ in this city, 2 malevolent, g,
0 d“:l:ﬂd‘m“ puhlimtiu?, purportin h::l c:mheld s
ﬂ.“:-g mittee from the African Grand Lodg At
%l m:: th Street, denying the anthantm;tj;l 0 N e
ru.:: hl;iling from the érnnd Lodge % ot 5& :ra o
Obio, and granted to Harmony Lg:igﬂ: A Jeaedings
give you the original proceedings:" ( vuaia pt;nrefure, -
are ihe same a5 | stated in Chapter V., et b
deem it unnecessary again {0 reEeat te:t.,}aﬂ
can see it by mferrinF to said chap - = a———

This publication closes by saying, “I i
ourdesign to come before the nhllmlm ?;::P;:rﬁrmh
test upon Masonry, more E:rtmu arly,

4
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insignificqnt calumniog
168, hut in jneti
03¢ copeer Y it befope o2 40
o ;ﬁdr we lay it before the pnglll

19

reelves ang

ic for thejp “ Whereanto we affix our seal of the Grand Lodge,

“ Dope at our [all, this 8th day of May, 1833.

“ [Signed] Hoce Fescusow, M. W. G, M.
Roeert Steppoens, B. D. G. M.
Coneap Vorgur, 3. (. M.
Jawes Winson, J. G. M.
Jowateax Bartow, Jr., 3, T.
Wisow Howren, G. 8.7

“ And having fally examined said paper, I bave no
hesitation in pronouncing it a forgery. This I de for
the following palpable reasons, to wit:

t1gt. There neither is, nor ever has been, such a
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[S‘tgued] Jaxzs Newuay
‘?Eanas C. Lawig
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t od
Party sayg aboyt ghg we St 10 state all ghuy 08
tlmonyj a8 it jg =iy T, .y

each ¢o 7Y 10 make hia CD for conten, iﬂ € other lodge in our jurisdiction, as Harmony Lodge No. 5.
¥6 is case to appear pi h“g Parties, » 24, Theémd Lodge was not held in Chillicothe
The fu]]uwjng publj at the date this paper purports to have been issued
salled the Masonjg Rem-lt"“'l a dina thence, nor had been for the preceding fifteen years;
Ohio, May 1847 VieW, published iy Gpa mphlet but was, on the contrary, and had been, daring all
’ 1acionati, that period, held in Columbus and Worthington.
8d. This Grand Lodge never claimed jurisdiction
CRCULAR. within the bounds of another Grand Lodge, nor as-
. {M% of Okia, sumed anthority to grant dispensations or warrants
To all the Fragprn: Columbus, Apry P counstifuting new lodges in the city of Philadelphis,
raernity Ereeting ; 854 or apy other part of the state of Pennsylvania.
Gmmﬁf:; Purporting {5 hgye dth. No such persons as those whose names are affized
examinag 80, has thig day been :“}?ﬁ ted from this to said ﬁ:?ﬂ have ever sustained such offices in the
a copy, vie . o4 inspaction, of whia ih me for Grand Lodge of Ohio, and the persons are wholly uo-
Ohio Ihe::ix}‘ ‘We, the officerg of ;Eh the following ig known to us and our archives, either asmen or Masone.
rant and ﬁﬂn[:;t?ze t0Wn of Chilliegthe g Given under my hand end private seal at the city of
and tig] ate 2 YLodpes tobe kyhe ETGOE & wap, Columbus, this seventh day of April, A. L. 5847, A.
. e of Harmg me No §n:j‘n 1 by the & Ia . 1847,

[Sear.) * Wiiniau B, Tenavy, Grand Masler.

It is clear that the suthority of some of those Grand

Lodges originated in assumption, or otherwise they

-would acknowledge the head from whence they de-

rived their authority, and the mother would own her

children; but deception has been used, aud the inne-

cent have been led aﬁt.mré far I have met with many
i

& de,
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tine manner in which some of the lodges were work-
ing, proposed to the Grand Lodge, that the several
Grand Lodges of colour in the United States be sum-
moned to assemble in & General Grand Convention
on the ensuing Saint John's day, 24th of June, and
then and there form a grand bond of union under o
national head. Thatthe lodges should be represented
in one Mational Grand Lodge, to be solemnly formed,
constituted, and held, from thenceforward for ever.
This requegtwas complied wilh, and the mother Grand
Lodge, of Boston, sent communications summoning all
the E?Eerant Grand Lodges of colour (all her legiti-
mate and illegitimate children, that the illegitimate
ones might be adopted into the masenic union,) to as-
semble in a National Grand Convesotion in the city
of Boston, state of Massachusetts, on Jaint John's
day, the 24th of June, 1847, then and there to form
n.gﬂl and perfect union, that in all time thereafter
the craft should be represented in one general Grand
Lodge, that the penniless should not go unassisted,
nor upinstructed, and the craft might fourish through-
out the world.

The delegates from the several Grand Lodges met,
accordingly, in convention, and formed a Grand Lodge,
under the title of “The M. W. National Grand Lodge
of Free and Accepted Ancient York Masoss of Colour,
for the United States of North Americs, and the Ma-
sonic Jurisdiction thereunto belonging,”

The following is a copy of their published proceed
ings, viz.: ’

To all whom it may concern: health, wealth, and

Pprosperily.

Kwvow YE, That on the twenty-fourth day of June,
A. D. one thousand eight hundred and forty-seven,
A. L. five thounsand eight bundred and forty-seven, 8
convention of representatives of the state Grand
Lodges of colour, to wit: the Grand Lodge of the city
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Bager Lodge, New York. Firat African Grand Lodge of N, 4.
Alexander Elston, James Bird,
W. H. Clark, Dr. James J. G. Dins,
L. Hyden. Jumes Wichmond,

Articles of Union between the Three Grand Lodges of
Free Masons of Colour, in /imerica.

InthenameofGod. Amen. Haveagreedasfollows:

ARt. 1. The State Grand Lodges shall invariably -
acknowledge the National Grand Lodge.

ARr. 2. The National Grand Lodge shall meet once
in each year for the transaction of business, and all
matters that shall come regularly before it, and shall
hold special meetings whenever requested by three
state Grand Lodges.

ART. 3. The election of officers for the National
Grand Lodge shall take place every three years, for
ever; and each officer shall be attached to some sub-
ordinate lodge, working regularly under the juris-
diction of some State Grand Lodge, in which he or
they may reside.

ARrT. 4. It shall be the duty of the former officers
to install their successors in office as soon after the
election as possible, to whom they shall deliver the
effects of the National Grand Lodge.

ARt. 5. All State Grand Lodges shall annually
make regular returns of a list of their members in
good standing, so that there may be a perfect union
throughout; and any State Grand Lodge that shall ne-
glect or refuse to make their regular returns for two
successive terms, shall have their warrant vacated.

ART. 6. It shall be the duty of the Grand Master
to call lodges of emergency, whenever the nature of
cases may require it, of which he shall give due notice
to his district deputies, that each lodge may be ap-
prized of the same.

ART. 7. The National Grand Lodge shall grant
warrants to all State Grand Lodges applying, if wor-
thy, which said Lodge shall be constituted agreeably
to ancient rules and regulations.
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Agr. 8. The National Grand Lodgesball have power
o adjourn to meet in any town, city, village, or state,
in ite jurisdiction, and shall have power to summon
its officers, baoks, and papers of all State Grand
Lodges, to examine the doings of all lodges under its
Jurisdiction.

Axrr. 9. No State Grand Lodge of colour ghall be
taken into fellowship, nor be considered legal, which
does not hold ita warrant under this National Grand
Lodge, and agreeably to the declaration of sentiment
as signed in open conveation, by the delegates of the
several Grand Lodges in convention assembled.

Agr. 10. The Gyand Master shall, on his retiring
from office, delivertthis warrant, with all the effects of
the National Grand Lodge, to bis successor in office
whenever daly installed.

Awnr. 11, All State Grand Lodges who shall refuse
o comply with all the doings of the National Grand
Lodge shall not be considered in fellowship, and as
such shall be recorded.

Adopted in the city of Bosion, on the 241k day of
June, A. D, 1847, A, L. 5847, and signed by the fol-
lowing delegates in open conveation.

Jahn T, Hilton, James Bied,

Henry Harria, Jzmes J. Richmond,
 Greorge Gautl, Dr. Fames J, @. Bias,
Willinm E. Ambash, Eamuel Van Brakle,

William H. Beuee, Joames W. Powall,

Walker Lawis, Emsry Cropikie,
Alexpnder Elston, John Anderson,
James Newrman, Jonsthan Lopeman,
Fhilip Bachanan, Greorge C. Wiilis,
W. H. Qlark, L. Byden

The National Grand Lodge being thus constituted,
proclamation was then made that the Most Worship-
fol John T. Hilton, was elested and installed Grand
Master of the Most Worshipful National Grand Lodge
of Ancient York Free Masons of the United States
of America, and his Worship received the homage of
the fraternity, and he was empowered to affix the
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June, 1848, i .
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CHAPTER VIIL.

RE-ORGAN
IEA'?I;EI}T OF STATE GRAND LODGES 1
H THE NATIONAL UNION AR

To all whom it may concern.

Agreement betseeen
befween the tiwo .-?' fwo commitices appon
s poited =
vican Grang Ladgs oo a2, oolour, in the Srartle the dificultica
92 of North America, and E,::.I:' G‘ET.P"“MM-&
a m {Frand Lm.!" ¥

A committee of
Honal Grand Lnd;:?f'g:e?ife Was appointed by the Na-

tion of the Natio -t cordance with th
5847, it was gtional Grand Lodge, Jui?fn ﬁ:i'?mg:ld? :
1St. H ¥ s dda
Eﬂmmit.t.e:;ﬂi:;i; gﬁ" the mutual consent of hg
Lodge of B rother Walker Lewi th of the
Znd. Ra::f to;; , act as chairman, of the Grand
Sﬂgremr}? ved, That Brother James P, Clay act
rd. Esall-llp‘fd TI_ as
uniting the ta s 0b for (he mut
of Penrﬁqu.f?:: iﬂ Grand Lodges of {‘,nh‘;ﬂrl consent of
CranaeyIvania, that the oldest Lodge shall the state
er, and the next senior Ig,:dréﬂnlslhg?lvi o
ave

a1
the Deputy Grand Master, and so on, until all the
officers are appointed. N

dth. Resolved, That if the Grand Lodges do not
receive the appointment of the committee, that each
Grand Lodge shall have the right to nominate such
brothers of their Lodge as they may think best; then
the brothers so chosen or appointed, shall be installed
and proclaimed grand officers to their respective

offices.
5th. Resolved, That we, the commitiee, ::!pply to
the National Grand Lodge for o warrant for the state
of Pennsylvania; that the warrant be delivered to
" the said [grund Lodge.
Gth. Resolved, That in the event that either of the
two Grand Lodges refuse to comply with the above
rosolution, that the Grand Lodge W ich shall comply

shall receive the warrant.
Signed by the committee, Dec. 10th, A. 1. 1847,

A. L. 584T.
Afvican Grand Lodge, N, America.

Dr. James J. G. Dins,
Jonathan Duvis,

Iiram Grand Lodge.
Robert Brown,
Emery Cranikin,
James Newman,

James I'. Clay,

Jamea Wilson, James W. Powell,

Perry Tillmnn. George C. Lewis.
Wanken Lewis, Chairnan.

Jangs P. Cray, Secretary.

Jons T, Hizrox, Bl w. G. M.

Jamgs Binw, D. G. M.
D. D G. M.

gauven Vay BragLe,
Tases J. Rigsstoxn, I Q. 5.

Atiest,

The committee submitted the following resolution:
Resolved, That for uniting the two Grand Lodges
in the state of Pennsylvania, the African Grand
Lodge have the choice of Grand Master for the year
{then) ensning, and the Hiram Grand Lodge the D.
. M., &e. &c., which was unanimously agreed upon.
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Formation of the Grand Lodges
Pennsylvania,
Ata mecting of the Masters, Wardens, ang legal
epresentatives of the subordinate Lodges, ander the
Alrican Grand Lodge of North America, and the
Hiram Grang Lodge, held in the Hall of the Africay
Grand Lodge, January 19¢h, 1848, according to pre.
vious notice and arrangements fop consolidating the
iwo Grand i

8es, did agree fhgt fhe twe Grand
Lodge Warrants, and af) former a i
rants and disp i

JSur the State of

and title of u @

Grand odge of Ancieat York
Masons of Colour, for the slate of Pennsjhnniu. and
lasonic Jurizdiction thereunto helg

nging,” did eleat
and install the following named brethren, for the en-
suing Magonie

year, in union with the National Grand

IJﬂ'dgE.

Bro. William &, Riley, L. W. . M. Jaeob Jenking, |, W. D@ M.
Thomag Black, (. g, W, Vater Anderson, G, 7 W,
Rebert Brown, G, 1. Jumes P, Clay, G. B,

William Dn_;hn. Gearge Lewip, 2, a1 [+

Zelomog Clarkssn, 6. Ch Heory Brooks, 4. B, 1,

Dr.J. 1 G Bias, S Joanthan Mitter, G, M.
uwel Gra Trinee Bluck

William pper,

Cro G D John Ahdcn:m, }ﬁ' 8.
Andrew Browp, } i Jobn Minton, i, T.

Emanuoet Coben, G. P,

I here give the officers entire, that the craft may
8ee Who they nre, Everythin Passed off in peace
and quietness, during Bro. Willian H. Riley's admi.
nistration, he being a true-born son of Levi; but under
the administration of the next Grand Master, Jacob
g:pki'ns, there was conspiraey and rebellion, be not

INg a son of the right stamp, as wil] be seen here-
fler,

-
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rent York
i he first Grand Lodge #’ff:?uney.
0 ﬂf‘ﬂe our for the State of J e
M'””""l'"fm potics duly given, 2 c:::m?fon i
. New Jersey, L8n (e
Y'L "-f?}“ Tfmnw fgais. A. L. 5848, in the Insoﬂ
12th of June, A. L. bay e
Bk % cfuBJ’;}T‘l:E Brakle, D. E;i?ﬁ,nm ho No-
Bro. Enma Lodge, was chosen Cl ety
s The following g
Wonﬂ'linﬂsaur:;ar tj\:& Grand Lodpges w
resented, &

o . € P
A e atington. . Joka's Lodge o
Uity Lodge No, 11, “uuuﬂ-“ﬂ'
DELEGATES. Berjumin Stew
. Romes, George Bhrive,
g:l::uif Woodlia, Chast """"?.Tiu
Jnseph Cornealoas, Joha C. DPer ’:
‘Alezaniler Jrew, Henry Ellstrary
Bajumin Jackzon. Lodge, No. 19, Comden.
) 51‘. Fy »
1 iII;nﬂﬂiNn. 12, Salem.  Rising Sin EGATED.
Monnt Horia DEL
e },;‘3‘;,,.““:3#'5-’"?"
Jehn B. B“"H Barus,
] o3, Thomes
David b, Shookley, Wialey Antecng,
Henry M. m John Blake.
Richard Harris.

id
) iberation, they @&
After mature and “Gr:-:?::l ﬁ?;*mh:: the State of

form a 'tlg of the © Uﬂ{ﬂn
then and there, he style and t New Jersey
New Jersey, under the Sir;f S0 v i ot
Grand Lodge gu‘r'l sdiction thereunto ed brethren for
and Masomie JEE ellowing T with the National
g u:n"il m;lt:mnin year, in union Wil '
the epsuin '

Grand Lodge.
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Bro. George Shreves, 1. W, 3. ML
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i B ‘onnecticut, in

DBenjamin Jackson, 1) G. Al é‘it;:EIQ]]jWﬂiﬂl!ls, D. . G. AL s A eubordinate Lm]gc in the state al Conn

& p LA L. - 2 ack " G. I _As ) ‘ : |
Eﬂur_ i:f- Bias, G. 5. Ww. Jualnf: 'I-'Fn(::d!?: G. ilt ‘é‘r' N ational Un:mn oppm—— e v
William Stamicy - . Charles James, 5, 5, A subordinate g

ey, 3. D. : , 5. 5. ; :
John Btruttun.ﬂ. D. ;'?;:;E&_,Cﬁ;“ﬂws' ] 8 N:],t.mnn.l e
Jobn 8. Rock, G. M. (. s, @, 8§,

Jobn C. Perkins, G, P. Alexander Brown, (. T.

. it ‘n
A subordinate Lodge 1n the state of Louisiana, 1
Joh e 0
Tobn D. Shookley o ke, . M.

z Y leans, in National Unim}-"_ o
MO th[?é..m:ihﬁézin‘;? E;udge in the snt:q:e of Virginia, 1n
& b e e s i _ Hutionnl nion. . -
af%‘ﬁ:m&tﬂmnfofB the Rt. W. Prince Hall Grand Lodge thsﬁm tf‘i%furf‘;fﬂ:-%z. 1. Cali fDI‘['liﬂHlm{d 'Ln g}égom’ri,i
-y Ol Loston, state of Massachys tts. T an RS al A D), 1888, A. T 2,
subordinate Lodges formed A. D, 1848 & & A.0ur of San Francisco, for
In union with ﬂlegNaL;::; ed A.D. 1848 A. I, 5848,

. nal Grand Lodge National Union.
ormation of the Upi 1
state of New Yor nited - Grand

Nok being in possession of copies from the original
k. Six subopdij dge for the
AD, 1848 A, L nate L,

wi ords of the several Grand and subordinate Lodges
- 5848, did elect and «0dges formed Iec
lowing named bue . and i

- d
. to give the exact date, an
in the Union, T am unable 80 BT B0 0 o 1 odges.
nstall the fol- 38 ted at the formationo : g
9 : ren for the ensuing Masonsc ;ﬁfz’i the uﬂ‘mﬁa ::1&?&111-3 d to send them according to P;ﬂ_
union with the National Grand Lodge. ' The br e had almost forgotten to mention the two Sib
. James Baroett, B W. G M. Jacoh R. Glbee. B ordinate Lodgesin the state of Delaware, ity 90 *0r
fosander Eloton, 6. 8. W. Aol ilieks 5. 0 M- o on. formed A. D. 1854, A. L. 5854, in .
J-'ll:'::z“l‘?.“:ﬂﬂ‘tliil,ﬁé TfJ Jacoly me:e;. a8 T]m-g y ' t of union he’”
C. Johwson, 5. §, G e 2 ' Be it known to oll men, that the act of YRR Bt
-Gt o Horton, G. M. . Enm . a:Eim-:?' I8 e the several Grand and subordinate - (:glour
Thomas Beajamin, G. P. T. Eddy, G. 7. twecna“d Accopted Ancient York Masons o leﬂmnI}:
” Formation of the Rt. W. Union Grand Lodge f ?nﬂiie United States of North ﬁmcl':;:uﬁ ‘stﬂ;.a pre-
A.:ei‘:l;:‘%f gfkhi?l-rland, in the city of Bﬂ.“-img]‘e 3:‘ signed sealed, ratiﬁeﬂi a:relvggzlﬁﬂﬁe rni{i&ﬁ ol i
rk Masons of Colour. Y, : 'And therefore the ow-
gﬂdﬁﬁft;‘urn;eg A, J_‘! 1848, A, £ 5;-?; eff:ﬁ?ﬁ: I,::?:ﬁ igu]; fr%; heneceforth Er:!ilufnr?vﬁlg ITI;[W%M;:? ?ﬁ‘;‘l on)
“ational Grand Lodge, : by the style and titie ¢ ient York Ma-
'ﬂl:mﬂ.f.]ﬂﬂ of the RL W, Grand Lﬂdgﬂ fﬂl‘ th tat lc?:ug:(di If:]dga of Free and ﬁ:ﬂtﬂptﬂﬂ I‘Lnﬂ-lfrﬁ‘?;f]: Ames
of Ohio, in the city of of Ancien:i{ If sons (of Colour) of the United States {ui full. being in
th:ﬁﬁigﬂg]ﬂ%d “1111}; lg‘igr A. L. 5848, in union w(;zh riea, therefore u{;lr umnniid'ﬂﬁ:':;“:hi“ veat Architect
; rand Lodge. lative degree. . : te it be.
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of Columbia, city of Washi . " 1d how good and 1t sa 13 recious
Kot e tmn, L yngon 64 | el b sop o e e
1 o, A, L. 58{:2, in union with the Mﬁﬁo 1 v S intment upon the head that ran s dowir 1o the
ufdlg?. - e %];urd even Aaron’s beard, that wen
. “elestial Lodge No. 2 ; g
miﬁ of Prnvidmﬁe, i unm the state of Rhode Island,
ze.

t
ckirts of his garment; as the dew of Hermon, tha

. - ins of Zion; for there
o8 with the National Grand descended npon the mountaing H
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the Lord commanded a blessing, even life for ever-
more."”

Therelore, in view of this great Masonic union and
the lasting good that itis caleulated to exertin behalf
of the down-trodden sons of Africa, we adopt the lan-
guage of the Rev. Dr. J. J. . Bias, “ Whereas the
gpirit of congpiracy and rebellion has in all ages of
the world, been looked upon as one of the greatest
sins, both in ecclesiastical and civil courts; and
whereas, in all governments, political or ecclesiasti-
cal, those who conspire to overthrow and subvert the
fundamental principles of government, which, they
help to form, rule themselves out of the pale of all
law, and render themselves unworthy of the protec-
tion of the law. The tprinciple is a clear one, founded
in God’s own moral government; for when Adam
conspired against God's moral government, he was
driven from the garden of Paradise, and never per-
mitted to return.

And that when persons are found conspiring to
overthrow the governments, they being found guilty
and expelled, ought never to be permitted to return
again into said government; and all who should en-
courage said rebels, onght to be considered unworthy
of conlidence, and not the true friends of the craft.”

We feel thus compelled to give these sentiments to
our brethren, as we daily feel the truth of the observa-
tion, as will be seen in the following chapter.

IHow true that saying of the Seriptures, 2 Peter, ii.
22: “But it is hbappened unto them according to
the true proverb. The dog is turned to his own vomit
again; and the sow that was washed, to her wallowing
in the mire.”

CHOAPTER XL

CONSPIRACY AND REBELLION AGAINST THE NATIONAL
UNION, ETC.

To all whom it may concern.
These presents come, greeting :

Whereas, The Tnited Grand Lodge of the State of
New Yorl, has refused to uump!r with the provisions
of their charter, also the constitutional authority of
the National Grand Lodge, from whom they received
their authority; therefore the most Worshipf ul Na-
tional Grand Lodge (of Colour,) of these United
States of North America of Free and Accepted A. Y.
M., now in Grand Lodge assembled on the 25th day
of June, A. D. 1849, A. L. 5849, at the Masonic Hall,
south Lleventh Street, l’hilm'.elp‘|3 ia, do, by these
presents, make known that the United Grand Lodge
of the state of New York, and her warrant, is hereby

expelled from the Masonic Union and Fraternity, to-

gether with her officers, viz.:

James Barnet, B. W. G. M.
Alexander Elston, G. 8. W.
Ransom F. Wake, G. T.
Jumes B. Webb, 3. D.

C. Johnson, 8. 8.

Charles Horton, G. M. C.
Thomns Denjrmin, G. P.

Jacob R. Gibba, D. G. M.
Arnold Ricks, G. J. W.
Jacob Frances, 0. 5.
Charles Bryee, J. I
George Hilton, J. 5.
Samuel Byard, G. 8.

T. Bddy, G. T.

1 all the subordinate Lodges that may, or have ad-
’l:[a.:lreﬁ t.o]v the said expelled United Grand Lodge,

which are as follows:

Boyer Lodge No. 1, of New Y;:.’l'-];.
Rising Sun, No.3, " "

A faction expelled from Celestial Lodge No. 3, N.Y.

Hiram Lodge No. 4, Brooklyn.

their warrants and men from the fraternity for the
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term of nine thousand nine hundred and ninety-nine
years, nine months and nine days, for the violation of
the following articles of the Most Worshipful National
Grand Lodge.

Anr. 1. The State Grand Lodges shall invariably
acknowledge the National Grand Lodge.

Azr. 9. No State Grand Lodge of Colour shall be
taken in fellowship, nor be considered legal, which
does not hold its warrant under the National Grand
Lodge, agreeable to the declaration of sentiment, as
gigned in convention assembled.

Ant. 11. All State Grand Lodges who shall refuse
to comply with all the doings of the National Grand
Lodge, shall not be considered in fellowship, and such
shall be recorded. '

And against the following arlicle, being the 4th of
declaration of sentiment, (which declaration of senti-
ment was signed by Alexander Elston, representative
from the Lodges of New York, as their representa-
tive, and by their instructions,) * With a firm reliance
on the protection of Divine Providence, we mutually
pledge onrselves to each other in solemn ties of bro-
therhood.”

And farthermore, for neglecting and refusing to
elect the officers ol the said United Grand Lodge in
the December of each year, as laid down in the war-
rant, for the government of the United Grand Lodge
of the state of New York, granted to her by the said
National Grand Lodge, which became null and void
when disobeyed, the violated constitution and senti-
ment were signed by Alexander Elston, of New York,
and the other delegates and members of the National
Grand Lodge, in solemn convention, on the 28th of
June, A. D. 1847, A. L. 5847.

Therefore, I do now hereby certily that the before
mentioned expulsion, is the act and deed of the Na-
tional Grand Lodge, and by authority of the National
Grand Lodge, Brother Joseph W. Smith, the D. D.
Grand Masler of the state of New York, Connocticut
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and Rhode Island, iz hereby authorized to form a
Grand Lodge for said State, without delay; and oll
true Masons that are favourable to the National
Union, are respectfully requested to call at his office,
No. T West Broadway, or to that of Brother John N.
Thompson, No. 40 Grand Street, and register their
names.

Done under my hand, and I do cause the seal of
the National Grand Lodge to be affixed this 29th doy
of June, A. D, 1849, A. L. 5849,

ey

{ Tﬁf_ } Jonnw T. Hmrown, N. W. N (G ML
| S
Attest, Jowarpaw Davis, N. G. 8. Pro tem.

Jowargaw Davis,
Josuva WoopLin, » Committee.
Rowverr Brows,

Publisked by order of the National Grand Lodge.

And in accordance with the authority vested in
Brother Joseph W. Smith, D. D, G. M., and agreea-
ble to the call of the National Grand Lodge, for all
good Masons to register themselves, the %:llnwing
came forward.

Hiram Lodgg

Therefore, these are legally warranted lodge
working under the Na.t%amﬁ Grand Luﬂgag :i" 1?:
United States of America, of Coloured Free and Ac-
cepted Ancient York Masons, and in accordance with
instructions, a State Grand Lodge was formed Octo-
ber 18, A. D. 1849, A. L. 5849, holding jurisdiction
over the several subordinate lodges, above mentioned,
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continuing in national union, of which the following
brethren Were elected, and installed officers, vis.:

Brother John Flamer, R. W. G. M.
¥ R. F. Smith, R. W. 8. G. W.
“  (leorge W. Levere, R. W. G. Sec.
i R. H. Cusins, . W. D. G. M.
¢ D. T. Carry, B W. J. G. W.
" John Hall, R. W. G. T.
L Rev. B, N. C. Worrick, . W. G. C. &e.

To all whom it may concern, these presents come,
' Greeting 1y

Know ye, that at the annual meeting of the Na-
tional Grand Lodge of the United States of America,
held at the Masonic Hall, Chatham street, New York,
on Friday, June 21, A. L. 5850, A. D. 1850; and
after being duly organized, an 'mterestir:]g and volu-
minous report was presented by Brother J. W. Smith,
M. W. D. D. N. G. M., stating the important fact of
the formation of a State Grand Lodge for the Stata
of New York, under the title of the “Union Grand
Lodge for the State of New York, of the Ancient
York Masons,” in national union, and six subardinate
lodges, which was, upon motion, resolved by the body
assembled, that the report should be confirmed, thus
;r_uti;ling a full representation from the State of New

ork.

Reports from other State Grand Lodges were then
read, and referred to the Committe on ﬂaporu. The
Address of M. W. John T. Hilton was then read—a
mosterly document, exhorting the brethren to stand
firm in Union, Love and Friendship, and declining a
re-election. After which, a vote of thanks was ten-
dered to him for the able manner in which he had
discharged his duties, for the last three years; and
Brother Enos Hall was elected M. W. N. G. M:, &e.,
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and installed, and received the homage of the frater-
nity, &e.
Given under my hand and seal of the N. G. Lodge,
this 25th day of June, A. D. 1850, A. L. 5850.

J—-.-‘--—‘
JREAT ; .

{ SBAL. } IJHDE H.’;t-]'-j T'I, .'11rT. N E Al
by

Attest, Jamzs J. Ricaxoxp, N. G. 8.

Know ye, that I, Samuel Van Brakle, duly elected
and installed R. W. D. D. G. M., by the unanimous
suffrages of the Grand Lodge of these United States,
by representation, in Fenernl convention assembled,
and by the N. G. L. of the United States of America,
to have power and jurisdiction over several State
Grand Lodges; .

‘Therefore take notice, that anthentic information
has been received b{‘ me, that Jacob Jenkins, R. W.
G. M. of the Grand Lodge of Ancient York Masons,
for the State of Pennsylvanis, (of colour,) together
with other officers and representatives, have been
guilty of violating their obligations, to the disunion
of our noble Order.

Therefore 1, Samuel Vaa Brakle, R. W. D. D. G.
M., declare the officers’ seats in the Grand Lodge to
be vacant, and remain vacated by them, uatil they
are brought to trial, and prove themselves innocent
of the charge—I therefore appoint our worthy P, R.
W.G. M. William H. Riley, to act as Grand Master
of the said Grahd Lodge, for the State of Pennsyl-
vania; and Mr. Jacob Jenkins will deliver up the
charter senl, and all other property held by him to
the said B. W. G. AL William H. Riley, without fail,
and may peace and hn.pginess attend you.

Given under my hand and the seal of the N. G.
4



38

Lodge, this 12th day of November, A. D. 1849, A, L.
5849,

iy

{ g::f} S. Vax Brakre, D. D. G. M. N.G. L.
h‘q’

To all whom it may concern, comes greeling :

Know ye, that on the 13th day of November, A. D,
1849, A, L. 5849, at a special communication of the
Grand Lodge, for the State of Pennsylvania, held at
the Mazonic Hell, South Seventh street, Philadelphia,
it wag, on motion, reau]vﬁd, that the following named
brethren be suspended Ln#l the next regular com-
munication of the Grand Lodge, when they are here-
by ordered to appear, and show cause why they shall
not be expelled, viz.: Jacob Jenkins, Isasac Wester,
John Lopeman, George Galbraith, Joseph Wething-
ton, Lewis Foreson, Francis Faucet, William Winters,
Reuben Turner, John Diton, James Parker, James
Wilson, Abraham B. Johnson, Hanrg Robinson, Jas.
Cole, Thomas Chain, David Hall, John Allison, Solo-
mon Marshall, Richard Davis, Elisha Thitcher, &ec.

To all whom it may coacern, comes greeling:

. Know ye, that on the 15th day of November, A. D,
1849, A. L. 5849, that the Grand Lodge, for the
State of Pennsylvania, met at the Masonic Hall,
South Eleventh stree$, Philadelphia, pursuant to ad-
Jjournment, on the 13th instant, to consider the action
Pmiﬂed on the 9th instant, by the following named
odges: Union Lodge, No. 4; Sheba Lodge, No. T;
Fidelity Lodge, No. §; Harmony Lodge, No. 10;
Prudence Lodge, No. 11; Christian Lodge, No. 12,
and Paxton Lodge, No. 18 : when it was, on motion,
resolved that the above named lodges be, and are
hereby suspended until the next quarterly commu-
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nication of the Grand Lodge, nt which time they are
hereby sammoned to arpenr, and show cause why
they should not be expelled, and that all brethren of
said lodges, who arc not concerned in the plot, or
conspiracy and rebellion against the National Union,
with those lodges, are hereby requested to report
themselves to the Grand Secretary, forthwith. (Ex-
tract from the minutes.)
Attest, Docr. J. PEck, (. Sec.

Ata quarterly communication of the Grand Lodge,
for the%tate of Pennsylvania, of Ancient York Ma-
sons of colour, held December 17, A. D. 1849, A, L.
5849, the lodge being opened, in due form, by Brother
William H. %]iley, g G. M., the documents referred
to were read and approved, &e.; and all the members
and lodges therein charged with conspiracy and re-
bellion against the National Union, in violation of
their obligations, to the disunion of our ncble Order,
were ordered to appear before the said Grand Lodge

‘for trial, and were nm:ording]ﬁy expelled ; and a com-

mittee of five appointed to obiain the warrant, seal
and other property of the said Grand Lodge. (Ex-
tract from the minutes.)

Attest, Docr. J. Peck, (. Sec.

It does seem to me, that some of our masonic
brethren are so lost to all the honour and dignity of
the craft, that if they ever were made in a regularly
constituted lodge, and instructed in the duties of the
royal eraft, they have lost it all; for when we were
made a Mason, we were instructed that the world's
great architect was our supreme master, the Bible
our guide; to be a peaceable subject to eivil powers,
and never be conterned in plots of conspiracy or
rebellion against the well-being of the nation; to
cultivate brotherly love; teach truth, peace and con-
cord ; open our ears to the cries of the unfortunate, to
extend our hands to them, with the cup of consola-
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tion; that misery unites men of all natious in ane
affectionate band of brotherhood. 1t shows us we
are all upon a level, and that merit is the only just
distinetion. It orders us to live within compass, and
always to act upon the square with the world, and
with one another: forbids intemperance, and is a
Supcrstrueture fixed with solid firmness on the broad
basis of moral and social virtue.

But it does seem to us that some of our musonic
brethren in Pennsylvania, and elsewhere, act as if
they had been obligated for the destruction and dis-
union of the eraft, and instrueted to sow the zeeds of
rebellion among them; for so deeply were they steeped
in the spirit of eonspiracy and rebellion, and lost to
all sense of union, pence, and hagnony of the Roysl
Craft, that they could not content themselves in their
own domain, but sneaked over the Delaware river, to
the peaceful little State of New J ersey, and crept up
to lgising Sun Lodge, No. 4, of Camden, and St.
John’s Lodg;i-, No. 8, of Trenton, (under the jurisdic-
tion of the Rt. W. Union Grand Lodge of A. Y. M.
of Colour of New Jersey,) and with all the serpent
venom of malignity, there sowed the seeds of eon-
spiracy and rebellion. But the pillars of Rising Sun
Lodge No. 4, of Camden, being established in wisdom,
strength, and beauty, withstood the temptation, but
St. John's Lodge, No. 8, of Trenton, fell by the hands
of the tempter, as will be seen by the following letters,
&c. There were two other lodges in the State which
these m?‘})ttm did not dare to spproach, namely,
Unity Lodge, No. 2, in Bur]in%cm, and Mount Mo-
rish Lodge, No. 8, of Salem. They well knew that
those lodges were of the true-born sons of Levi, and
~ roots and branches of the Royal Craft, (Prince Hall,

and that they wore the blue and scarlet garter, an
on their breasts a blazing star; and that if they u.r&

E:nnohed them in the spirit of conspirators, they wou
sent back whence they came.
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Philadelphia, April 10, 4. p. 1850, a. L. 5351:]._

To Brother Joshua Woodlin, Esq.,
G. R. 8. State of N. Jersey:

Dear Bir,—

I kave been credibly informed that a Mr. Samuel
Sharp, of Seow-Hill, N. J., wit_h others, are desirous
of getting up o Masonic Lodge in that place, to which
anf I have directed him to communicate with you or
brother Benjamin Jackson, who would give them all
the necessary information in regard to the matter,
My advice to you now is, that you had better attend
to them forthwith, as Jacob Jenkins 18 &mnE all iga
can to split your masonic body. He has been in
Camden two or three times, and had nearly succeeded
in dividing the brethren ; and Isuppose he wou'd have
taken the whole of the brethren there with him in' a
revolt, if it had not been for the firmness of their
Worshipful Master, George Jackson, who refused to
i 'the'iguﬂti'}n't 11 JoXATEAN Davis

. & " :
SR st E-,. R. 8. G. L., State Penn'a,

r Benjomin Jackson, Rt. W, G. Master of
thf E]:r:d E:déa of A. Y. M. of Colour for the State
of New Jersey, hearing of the confused state of the
Craft under his jurisdiction, visited, with the Grand
Secretary, Rising Bun Lodge No. 4, of Camden, and
found the Craft in a very confused condition. Dn
inquiry into the cause, we found that Littleton Wil-
liams, District Depuiy G. Master of the G. Lodge fq:r
the State of New Jersey, one of the Grand Master's
officers, and & member of Rising Sun Lodge No. 4,
had drank deeply of the spirit of rebellion, (instructed
by Pennsylvanian emissaries,) and was trying to instil
the same rebellious spirit into the members of Risin
Sun ¢ No.4. The Grand Master endeavours

to show him his error, sand the wickedness of such a
4#
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course, and the Uraft that had ndhered to his rebel-
liouz teaching; but some of them had dvunk so deepl
of the spirit of disunion, that it seemed of little use
to attempt to torn them from their course. The Gr.
Master then issned the following—

PROCLAMATION.

Know ye, that I, Benjamin Jackson, Grand Master
of the Grand Lodge of A. Y. M. of Colour, for the
state of New Jersey and Masonic jurisdiction there.
unto belonging, and laving jurisdiction over the
several subordinate Lodges. Therefore, lake notice,
that authentic information has been rceeived by me,
that Littleton Williams, D. D., Grand Master of the
Grand Lodge of A. Y. 3., for the state of New Jersey,
of Colour, together with other members of the Rising
Sun Lodge No. 4, of Camden, and the members of St
John’s Lodge No. 1, of Trenton, have been guilty of
violating their obligations in trying to destroy our
National Union.

Therefore I, Benjamin Jackson, Rt. W, G. M. of
the said Grand Lodge, declare they are suspeunded
until they are brought to trial and prove themselves
ionocent of the ﬂﬂ{tg charge. Given nnder my hand
and seal of the Grand Lodge, this 12th day of April,
A.D. 1860, A. L. 5850.

[SeaL.] BexsaMiw Jacoson, R. W. G. M.

To all whom it may concern, comes greeting :

At a special communication of the Ri. W, Grand
Lodge of A. Y. M. of Colour, for the state of New
Jersey, held April 26th, A. D. 1850, A. L. 5850.

The Grand Lodge being opened in doe form by
Bro. Benjamin, G. M., documents were presented,
charging the following named brethren with conspi-
racy and rebellion against the National Union, ip

violating their obligation, to the disunion of our
noble order.
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Rising Sun Lodge No. 4, Camden.  SL Juiw's Lodge Na, 1, Trenfon.

Littleton Willinmas,
Willism D, Drown,
Jomes Harper,
James Green,
James Staton,
Thomos Rhytes,
LCorncling Cuff,
Chorles Warfield,
Charles Borns,
Thomas Trats,

Benjamin Stewar,
Robart Thomus,
Henry Ellsherry,
Joeseph Simnoes,
Bnmuel Andersen,
Alfred Wood,
Charles Tliceo,
Fidward Johngon,
Feter Vnctor,
Ismae Welali,

Benjamin Buck, Heary Smitl,
Epbraim Gould, Jaumea Shruby,
Joseph Eli, Chorles Latou,
Teed Covter, Charles Vansickle,
John Rodney, George Tlodman,
Clament Banerd, John Robinas,
Simgn Dranson, Tteden Jobns.
Charles Simons,

Jasepl Chase,

Henry Chattin.

It was on motion, Resolved, That the above named
brethren be suspended until the next regular commau.
nication of the érﬂnd Lodge, and that they le notified
to apsear and show cause why they shall not be ex-
pelled for a violation of their obligation, in eon-
spiracy and rebellion against the National Grand
Union.

(Extract from the Minutes.)
Alttest, Josrua WoopLix, G. R. 8.

To all whom il may concern, comes greeting ;

At a quarterly communication of the Union Grand
Lodge, for the state of New Jersey, of A. Y. M., held
June 24th, A. D. 1850, A. L. 5850,

The Grand Lodge was opened in due form by Bro.
Benjamin Jackson, R. W, G. M. The document thai
wasg presenied at the special meeting of the Grand
Lodge held April 26th, 1850, was read and approved,
and after mature deliberation it was, on motion,
Resolved, That all the brethren named in the doca-
ment of Rising Sun Lodge Wo. 4, of Camden, N. J.,
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be and are hereby expelled from the Union Grond
Lodge of A. Y. M. for the state of New Jersey, of
Colour and masonie jurisdiction thereunto belonging,
for conspiraey and rebellion against the said Grangd
Lodge and the Naticnal Grand Union; it was, agaig,
on mofion,

Resolved, That all the brethren nomed in the doeu-
ment of Saint John's Lodge No. 1, of Trenton, to-
gather with their warrant, be and are hereby expelled
from the Union Grand Lodge of A. Y. M. for the
state of New Jersey, &e., for conspiracy and rebellion
against the said Grand Lodge and the National
Union.

{ Extrdct from the Minufes.) .

A thest, Josaga Woobu, G. R. &

CHAPTER XIL
CONCLODING REHARES.

We are now brought to our concluding remarks,
after passing throngh the dark clouds of diseord, con-
fusion, and apparently insurmountable difficulties and
barriers to be overcome; yet we bave overcome them
and the conntenance is beaming with smiles, and each
breass reciprocates feelings of brotherly love, union,
and troth, though the prospect looked dark and
gloomy, and exhibited little but discord and confu-
sion. We enjoy, with satisfaction, our prosperily,
and the violent opposers to our National Union have
beon faught a lesson long to be remembered. A
short time has unfolded more than past expeciations
had hoped to realize, and love and union, with all
their endearing ties, aresmiling om the crafi; and those
who but yesterday cast angry looks and threatened
extermination to our glorious' Masonic Union, are
hiding their heads with conscious shame. °

It always grieves and pains is to the heart to see
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& Mason, ot a man calling himself one, we should
have said, sowing discord and disunion among the
craft, causing division and animosities among our
down-trodden and degraded people.

These divisions and apimosities are the very thin
that have ruined onr people, and & man calling himself
a Mason, rhould be the last man to do such dirty
work.

These first induced the tribes to make war vpon
and sell each other, in Africa; this opened the door
for the slave trade; this was just the condition in
which the slaves of Charles the Fifth fonnd them in
the sixteenth century, riven up into rebellious ani-
mosities and into petty tribes, and no union smong
tbem, ready to be made their dupes. There is no
reason why we should dodge the truth on this sub-
ject. If our ancestors have committed a mistake, we
ean have no reason for closing our eyes against the
fact, but rather let ua profit by it.

This should farnish us with a motive to unite to-
gether and adore that God who must be the centre
and the circle of all troe Masons, in the conflict in
which we are now engaged, to recover from the sad
degradation into which we have been sunk, and to
clear away the rubbish that has been cast upon us by
the nccursed system of American slavery; for I read
this day, in the Public Ledger, dated Nov. 24th,
1854 that the United States Circnit Court of Illinois
las decided that a free coloured man is not a citizen
of the United States, within the meaning of the Con-
stitution, entitling him to pustain a suit before the
United States court. The case was that of Mitchell
against Lamar. Judge Drummond made the deci-
sion and Judge McLean cojncided.

We shall need eminently to rely upon God; and to
do this, we must not be so blind as to believe that any
meang, or 8ystem of means, doctrines, efforts, or sen-
timents, aré worth any thing without love and union
among ourselves, and unless that God who wrought
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for the children of Israel, be the life and sonl theveof,
It is said that in union is strength, and “kovowledge
is power.” To use the language of the talented Bishop
Payne, * That sanctified knowledge is a power at once
beneficent, glorious, and tremendous. It is beneficent,
bacause it is always delighting in good works, and
conferring blessings vpon mankind; it is glorious, be-
cause it shines forth with the brightness of the un-
clonded sun; it is tremendons, because the man io
whom it dwells is like an angol of God, armed with
thunderbolte, crushing the stronghold of the empire
of Satan,”

Therefore, brethren, lay aside 21l malice, and guile,
and hypocrisies, and envies, and all evil speakings.
If 50 be ye have tasted that thefLord is gracious: to
whom cowing as unto a living stons, disallowed in-
deed of men, but chosen of God, and precicus, ye also,
as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, a holy
priesthood, to offer up sacrifices, acceptable to God.
Wherefore, also, it is contained in the scripture, Be.
hold, I lay in Zion, for a foundation, a tried stone, a

recions corner stone, a sure foundation; he that be-
ieveth shall not make haste to pass it over. Unto
you therefore which believe it iz an honour; and even
to them which be disobedient, the stone which the
builders disallowed, the same is made the head of the
corper, DBrethren, this is the will of God, that with
well-doing ye put to silence the ignorance of foolish
mmen. Asfree, and not using your liberty for a cloak
of maliciousnpess, but as the servants of God. Honour
all men, love the brotherhood, fear God; ard may the
God of all light and truth, (who is the giver of all
good gifts and graces,) hless, prosper, and direet the
craft in all their public. and private (Iawful) under-
takiongs, and wake our union eternal, is the hearty
prayer of a brother Mason, for truth, love, and urion.
“So mote it be."”

Caution. In the first place, when you intend to be
made a Free Mason, go with your fricnd to the Lodge,
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and desire him to show you the warrant, or dispensa-
tiop, by which the Lodge is held; that is to say, an in-
strument printed or written upon parchment, and
signed by some Grand Master, his Depuly, and Grand
195’Ea,rl:'lnans1 and Grand Secretary, and sealed with 'ﬂm
Grand Lodge Beal, &c., uunstitutinf and appointing
particalar persons, (therein nsmed,) as master and
wardens, with full power to congregate and held a
Lodge at such & place, and therein make and admit
Free Masons, according to the most ancient and ho-
nourable customs of the roysl craft, in all ages and
nations throughout the known world, and not contra-
riwise, with fall power and authorily io nominate,
choose, and install their successors, which if genuine,
he will find i to be in union with the Most Worship-
fu! Natiopal Grand Lodge of these United States of
North America, of Ancient York Masons of colour,
and masonic jurizdiction thereunto belonging.





